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A MESSAGE FROM THE Executive Director
Dear Friends,

Thank you for making 2017 a remarkable year for the African Education Program (AEP). It was our year to 
reflect, hone our vision, and, most importantly, celebrate. 

Let us start with the most significant, celebration. Technically, 2016 marked a decade of programs for the 
organization. The Amos Youth Centre, the hub for our local programs in the town of Kafue, Zambia, was 
founded in July 2006. Yet, 2017 was our year to celebrate this decade of impact and life-changing programs. 

We started right away in January with Michael Candelori, an accomplished visual journalist 
(www.michaelcandelori.com), traveling to Zambia to create a video highlighting the accomplishments of AEP 
over the past ten years. Working with Michael was, for me, one of the most impressionable ways to celebrate our 
decade-long journey. His ability to capture the essence of our work and the beauty of our community enabled 
me to see and appreciate all that we had done over the past ten years, and everything that we do on a daily basis. 
It also allowed me precious moments to cherish and celebrate our students in Zambia. 

Celebrations continued in the United States in May with Brian “B’Flow” Bwembya, a prominent Zambian social 
activist musician and Young African Leaders Initiative (YALI) Fellow. B’Flow was personally endorsed by 
President Obama for his use of music to empower youth and combat issues like gender-based violence. AEP and 
B’Flow held benefit concerts in Philadelphia, Atlanta, New York City, Pittsburg, and Washington, D.C. 

Our celebrations ended in July in Zambia, with an event held on the land donated to AEP by the Kafue local 
government. Hundreds came together for the occasion, including the Permanent Secretary of Zambia’s Ministry 
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of Youth, Sport, and Child Development,  Kafue’s elected officials, B’Flow (who was named AEP Ambassador), 
our students, our alumni, our U.S. and Zambian board members, our staff, teachers from nearby schools, and 
community members.

Celebrating our successes and ten-year journey opened up the opportunity for reflection —contemplating our 
roots, the evolution of our programs, the growth of our impact and the people who made it happen, and the 
students that we had watched grow up into young adults.    

Reflection led to honing our vision, particularly for me as the executive director. Our mission statement stays 
true and strong, “To empower the youth of Zambia through education and leadership, to break the cycle 
of poverty in their communities.” Yet how we can work to create opportunities for our students to grow to 
their fullest potential and how we can encourage them to see the innovation, potential, and strength within 
themselves, is clearer than ever. 

This year of celebration, reflection, and honing of our vision, would not have been possible without our dedicated 
staff in Zambia, volunteers, board members, and, of course, supporters like you. Our achievements are ours to 
celebrate together! Thank you!

Julie-Anne Savarit-Cosenza
Founder and Executive Director

2



2017 SPOTLIGHT

CHALLENGES

198

13

HIGH SCHOOL
SCHOLARSHIPS

RURAL OUTREACH
PROGRAM STUDENTS

COLLEGE
SCHOLARSHIPS

MEALS

VOCATIONAL
SCHOLARSHIPS

COLLEGE
GRADUATES

44

30,000

3

14

FUNDRAISING 
AEP’s fundraising is now the organization’s greatest challenge. The demand for programs and services provided 
in Zambia is growing. There is also a need to continue to deepen the impact of the programs and maintain the 
long-term commitment made to each student. This translates into a necessity to grow the donor base, diversify 
funding sources, and build the sustainability of the organization.  This year, a branch of AEP was started in 
France and there was work done to develop funding sources in Zambia. Nevertheless, much more fundraising is 
needed in order to continue to reach goals and become sustainable.
STUDENT CREATIVITY 
By launching programs in the arts, AEP is working hard to open doors for students to tap into their creativity 
and innovation. Unfortunately, this is an uphill battle as the Zambian education system is deeply grounded in 
rote memory learning, stifling creativity and critical thinking. 
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VISION:
Our vision is a generation of African youth with 
equal access to the resources they need to become 
educated, responsible, and caring citizens who seek 
to transform their communities plagued by poverty 
and HIV/AIDS.

MISSION:
To empower the youth of Zambia through education 
and leadership, to break the cycle of poverty in their 
communities.

OUR MISSION & VISION

COLLEGE CRUNCH 
The number of high school graduates eligible to attend college 
continues to rise. While AEP is proud of this success, providing 
these students a college scholarship is a growing challenge. 
College scholarships cost ten times more than high school, so 
more resources are required to keep up with the students. 
SPACE 
Over 150 students utilize AEP’s youth center on a daily basis. 
Some classes must take place outside due to lack of space. 
Attaining the goal to build a custom-designed youth center is 
needed more than ever.
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Classes and activities often take place outside due to limited room inside the youth center.



PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

COLLEGE GRADUATES 
2017 witnessed a record breaking 14 students graduate from college and vocational programs. These students 
studied economics, special education, demography, development students, and teaching, to name a few. AEP 
could not be prouder of its graduates and is now helping them any way it can in their job search. 

ROP ALLOWANCE
2017 marked the launch of the modified Rural Outreach Program (ROP) which was evaluated in late 2016.  The 
program is now based on an allowance scheme, as opposed to a boarding program, which more efficiently gives 
rural students access to school because it enables them to remain with family or relatives in Kafue. Strong family 
support is an essential component of a successful education. 

LEADERSHIP AND LIFE-SKILLS CAMP
One of AEP’s most popular programs, the Leadership and Life-Skills Camp, facilitated in partnership with 
Global Camps Africa and Camp Sizanani (www.globalcampsafrica.org), returned for the third year in a row. 
This year, a new community service component was added to camp activities to underscore the importance 
of leadership in community growth and wellbeing. This year, campers volunteered at the local Kafue District 
Hospital.

COLLEGE PREP
With so many more High School Scholarship recipients excelling in their studies, AEP is having an increasing 
number of students attending college. To ensure they have all of the emotional and academic support needed 
to make a successful transition to higher education, AEP started a College Prep course in 2017. The course is 
designed to help students learn how to handle stress, manage their course loads, and start thinking about plans 
for after graduation.

MUNCHKIN PROGRAM
Education starts at a young age, which is why, in 2017, AEP started a program designed for the youngest children 
in the community, starting at age 5. With a jump start on essential skills such as reading, writing, arithmetic, 
as well as early access to art and music programs to boost creativity, AEP foresees more significant numbers of 
upcoming students in the community with even stronger academic potential.
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2017 STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES

2017 EXPENSE 
BREAKDOWN

83%
Local Programs & Volunteers

17%
Admin & Fundraising

During the 2017 calendar year, AEP raised over $217,000. While this does represent an overall fundraising 
decrease of 9.64% from 2016, this is attributed to the one-time capital campaign sponsored by Burness 
(www.Burness.com) in 2016. 

Life-changing impact for the youth of Zambia is still the top priority and overhead costs are kept to a minimum. 
Elevated fundraising and marketing costs included special events for ten-year anniversary celebrations and 
awareness-building. These were covered by donations made specifically for these expenses and not taken out 
of program funds.

JAN - DEC 2017 JAN - DEC 2016

Income

Bank interest $0.58 $3.22

Restricted

AYC Programs $36,356.00 $5,345.00

Breakfast Club $10,701.35 $5,031.00

Sponsorship $39,845.00 $90,525.00

Capital Campaign $0.00 $30,400.00

Unrestricted

Business/Organization $8,158.34 $7,841.24

Private Donations $108,672.75 $93,597.89

Volunteering

Volunteering Income $13,966.01 $8,178.00

TOTAL INCOME $217,700.03 $240,921.35

EXPENSE

Admin and Operation $4,416.68 $5,267.65

Direct Fundraising Cost $14,006.68 $10,029.53

Employee Related Expense $12,614.11 $11,817.34

Insurance $819.00 $900.00

Marketing $712.75 $1,151.28

Professional Fees $2,000.00 $1,750.00

Programs $161,617.44 $105,622.44

Salary $29,209.98 $26,722.53

Travel $14,522.60 $8,721.54

Volunteering Expenses $9,558.46 $15,192.44

TOTAL INCOME $249,477.70 $187,174.75

53%
increase in local 
programs
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STUDENT PROFILE
Susan, a 10th grader in 2017, walks an hour and a half each way to 
school. She lives on the far outskirts of Kafue with her grandmother. 
Fortunately, AEP’s youth center is located in the middle of Susan’s 
route, so she is able to come every afternoon after school as she makes 
her way home. Susan’s bright smile is always seen in Spelling Bee, One 
Up for Girl Power, and academic support for high schoolers.

VOLUNTEER PROFILE
Two brilliant volunteers travelled to Zambia in March 2017. Jackie 
Baver and Sheila Forth offered invaluable help supporting creative 
programs at the youth center (i.e., art and yoga) and AEP’s tailoring 
shop, Threads of Hope. Jackie finally met the second year college 
student that her family had been supporting since 8th grade. It was a 
joyful and emotional meeting, to say the least.

DONOR PROFILE
In August 2017, the M. Night Shyamalan Foundation’s (www.
mnsfoundation.org) Co-Founder & Vice President Dr. Bhavna 
Shyamalan and Executive Director Danielle Wolfe visited AEP’s 
local programs in Zambia to witness the impact of AEP’s work and 
evaluate AEP Executive Director Julie-Anne Savarit-Cosenza’s role 
as a community leader.  Later in the year, AEP was awarded a grant 
from the foundation to fund ten college student scholarships and the 
college prep program for the 2018 school year.

MNSF Executive Director Danielle Wolfe (right) with university 
student Mirriam Mambwe (left).

Susan smiles outside of her home.

Alice, head tailor at Threads of Hope, sews a traditional dress.

Co-Founder & Vice President 
Dr. Bhavna Shyamalan (center) meeting 
Music for Change partners.
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THE AEP FAMILY

THE AEP TEAM

U.S. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ZAMBIA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

JULIE -ANNE 
SAVARIT- COSENZA

African Education 
Program Executive 

Director

JOY 
MWEEMBA

Amos Youth Centre 
Executive Director

DAVID BOYER
WALTER BUCKLEY
PETER COSENZA
BRET DUNLAP

MULENGA CHANDA
JUSTIN CHIPWELE
K AREN DELRASO
DORCAS MUMBA
LILIAN MUNACHILMBA

BRADFORD MACHILA
HEATHER NEUFELD
MARIE - ODILE SAVARIT

DICKSON NCHUNK A
LAZARUS K PHIRI
JULIE -ANNE SAVARIT- COSENZA
CHITALU SIK ASULA
NYAMAZANI TEMBO

LUMONO 
CHONGO

Amos Youth Center 
Extracurricular 

Programs Manager

FREDRICK 
K AMANYA

Amos Youth Center 
Academic Programs 

Manager
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JACKIE BAVER
MICHAEL CANDELORI
SHEILA FORTH
ALLIE HAGGERTY

STEPHANIE A ARON
MONICA ALBORNOZ
BILL & JACKIE BAVER
ISHA BHATTACHARY YA
PAT & DAVID BOYER
SUSAN & WALTER BUCKLEY
MICHAEL CANDELORI
K APOTA CHALIKULIMA
PETER COSENZA
DJ P CITY
DJ WEZZY
BRET & CELESTE DUNLAP
RICHARD FAULKNER
SALLY FRIDY
HEATHER NEUFELD
SARAH HAYES
HOOX
JO ANN JENKINS
MWIINGA KIM

ANTONIA KRISTINUS
MARIE - ODILE SAVARIT
CATHERINE SCHRECK

ANTONIA KRISTINUS
ANDREAS & KIRSTIN KRISTINUS
NIVIN KUZBARI
K ATHERINE LENARD
CECILIA MILAMBO
MARTA MCCAVE
BERTHA MUSUKU
CLAUDE PHARES
JOE RILEY
TORIN RHODIN
SUSIE SARGENT
MARIE - ODILE SAVARIT
MATHIEU SAVARIT- COSENZA
CATHERINE SCHRECK
PAUL SELKER
ALAN SIMBO
HANS SPIEGEL
SUZANNE WITKOWSKI
ZIGGY ZEE

www.naturescapes-pa.com

VOLUNTEERS & SPONSORS

VOLUNTEERS WHO TRAVELED TO ZAMBIA

VOLUNTEERS IN THE U.S.

SPONSORS -  THANK YOU
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Every Dollar Counts
Help us continue our life-changing work and 

make a donation by visiting
africaneducationprogram.org/donate-today

AEP is a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation.
All donations are tax deductible to the extent 

provided by law.

For more information
visit our website

www.africaneducationprogram.org

Email us
info@aeprogram.org

Like our Facebook page
African Education Program (AEP)

Write us
P.O. Box 6, Wayne, PA 19087


